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Rats 


Teddi and Dealer sat side-by-side on the kitchen island, staring at Stone. He stared back. 
"| don't know what you want from me," he told them. 
Teddi blinked and yawned. Clearly, she had enough of this human's ineptitude. 


| gave you food and fresh water. | changed your litter boxes, all four of them. You went outside and chased 
bugs. Just tell me what you want!" 


Dealer rolled over and started to lick himself. Another clear indication of how the cats felt about Stone. 
Stone took a picture of the cats and texted Jerry. / dont know what they want. Your cats are creeps 
A minute later, Jerry texted back. Play with them 


How? 


| left you instructions. They like to play fetch with bottle caps. 
OMG. Fine. 


Stone took a bottle of water from Jerry's fridge. As soon as the cats heart the cracking noise of the cap 


being unscrewed, they jumped down to the floor and circled Stone's feet, meowing at him. 


He tossed the cap across the kitchen floor and both cats raced after it. Teddi grabbed it in her mouth and 
brought it back to Stone. 


"You gotta be kidding me. Are you a dog trapped in a cat's body?" 


After they got a sufficient workout, running back and forth after the bottle cap, the cats decided to eat and 


then take a much-deserved nap. 

Stone texted Jerry again. Success. They're napping 
Tell them Daddy loves and misses them 

Anyone else you love and miss? 

Jerry texted back two thinky-face emojis. 

Me, Cantrell! 

Oh! Yeah, | guess. 

Stone smiled but sent Jerry an angry face. 

If | come home and my babies are alive you can have And here, he sent the eggplant. 
An eggplant? 

No! My cock 

| thought | could always have that 

Not if you hurt my rats. 

| won't hurt your rats. 


/ love you and miss you. 


| know you do. All three of us are anxiously waiting for you to come home, Daddy. And Stone sent two cat-face 


emojis and a red heart. 


